More Culeper News……………………

Spring has arrived at Culpeper and the garden is looking great thanks to everyone’s hard work with a special nod going in the direction of Finbar for his tireless letter picking and sweeping, and Bill who has set to work on the lawn again this year not forgetting the weeds and edges. Good luck to all the plotholders and Culpeper gardeners with the new growing season. We taking part again in The London Squares Open Gates Weekend on June 12th, Imagine Islington on June 19th is a high profile event. so lets make sure Culpeper is looking its best. Watch this space for information about The Islington In Bloom Competition, and  remember that help and advice is always on hand from other Culpeper members and the garden workers.

Theres been a lot of happenings in The Pond this spring. Many thanks to new member Simon and The St Mungos group for their hard work giving the pond a good spring clean. It was becoming overrun with reeds and lilies (not forgetting the bricks, shopping baskets, old toys and other debris). This work was completed just in time for the annual frog mating season. Lots of spawn was produced but sadly set upon by a pair of ducks who munched their way through a lot of it.  Luckily the spawn moved to tadpole stage quickly, and while numbers are down on most other years there are still tadpoles to be seen at Culpeper this Spring. 

Culpeper provides a Haven for Birds. Blackbirds have been busy nest building at Culpeper over the last couple of weeks, and Gorden has spotted a wrens nest. Culpeper helps to support quite a large and varied bird population with a number of less common species visiting. Look out for goldcrests, chiff chaffs and goldfinches all of which have recently been sighted in the garden. Check the bird chart on the tea hut ceiling to see what they all look like. 

As the weather warms an increasing number of Human Visitors have been enjoying Culpeper garden including children from St Andrews, Thornhill, Hanover and Vittoria primary schools, and young people from Fresh Start. Culpeper officially became a historic garden when it hosted a visit from Students of Garden History from Birkbeck College. They were very impressed and extended their thanks to Frank who helped make them welcome.

Imagine Islington is a project designed to engage local people in Islington in the Council’s sustainability agenda. Its taking place on Sunday 19 June between 11am – 5pm in various sites surrounding Upper Street. There will be a strong creative focus with interactive activities designed to involve people in thinking about a wide range of environmental issues. As well as activities in Culpeper the organizers are looking at creating aspects of the event in Chapel Market, N1 Shopping Centre, along with cafes and restaurants on Upper Street, outside the Business Design Centre, Islington Green and the Farmers Market.
Euro Club comes to Culpeper……Plotholder Will George is organising a fundraiser at Culpeper. This fun event with food and drink, games and live music will take place on Saturday June 25th. The garden will be closed to the public from 2.30-6.30, remaining open for members who may purchase tickets if they would like to join in (£8 in advance and £10 on the day). Thanks to Will for organising this. The proceeds from the event will go to the Culpeper Building Fund.

Neighbourhood News……Take a walk on the bright side of the canal…Anyone who’s walked the canal close to the Cally will have noticed the fantastic improvements being made and maintained by The Thornhill Bridge Community Gardeners. If you would like to find out more or get involved please phone Louisa Roscoe from Islington Ecology Centre  on 020 7354 5162.  

New Culpeper members Alistair and Jemma have limited space for Home Composting on thier house boat moored at Kings Cross. They’ve discovered a compact composting system and are pleased with the results. For more info visit www.livingsoil.co.uk or come to the Composting Workshop on July 7th.

A Plea from Kate……After a partnership of nearly four years Im really missing Clare, and especially when it comes to producing the Culpeper Newsletters which will never be the same again.  Any ideas for the newsletter or help with articles/editing very welcome. Thanks !

