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More happy customers… Mark and Nigel snap up the bargains at Culpeper’s Open Day Plant Stall





My First Impressions of Culpeper………have included a most warm and hospitable welcome from members, with many smiles, words of encouragement and more than a few cakes.  Over the last 2 months, I have enjoyed looking deeper into the garden’s verdant tapestry, finding hidden patterns and subtle secrets in its diverse corners.  The garden’s different rhythms and moods have begun to reveal themselves, the reflective morning hush, its lunchtime rush and the languid descent into evening when the garden gates are shut.  I particularly loved watching the garden darken, then spring violently to life as a summer thunderstorm blew through one Friday evening.  I have slowly got to know many members, and hope to meet more of you as our paths cross in the future.  





The advent of summer has brought yet more visitors into the gardens.  Merry May saw a successful plant sale, raising over £500, thanks to all members who donated plants and volunteered in all capacities on the day.  A special thanks should also go to the new generation of  Miah’s; Mohammed, Fahmida, Taslima,  & Hazira who always serve as wonderful ambassadors for Culpeper.





On 12th June, the London Squares Open Gates Weekend generated a curious flow of newcomers into the garden, many of who were met and guided through by members.  The clouds threatened in the morning but kept their distance throughout the afternoon and did not deter the visitors.  Nicola, Jane, Kerry and Carla (our LSW volunteer) were especially tireless in their manning (womaning?) of the plant stall, which raised an extra £125 for the garden. Gareth.








HELLO’S…………….


A warm welcome to our new plot-holders Ruhina and Mahammed and their children, and Cheryl, and new members Ros, Lynn, Pook and family, Jen, Stuart, and Run Tuan. It’s also great to have former members Maryan and Helen back…they were missing the garden so much they re-joined! We also are very pleased to welcome as new members and fantastic weekly volunteers Angel, Ryan, Hilda and Simon all from The Manna at St Stephens Church.








Strawberry Tea-Time 


Anyone free on Wednesday July 6th?


Newcomers to Culpeper will be awed by the upcoming logistical feat of our annual PENSIONERS’ STRAWBERRY CREAM TEA. It’s always a great event much appreciated by 80 local pensioners who are invited to take tea, scones and strawberries on the Culpeper lawn followed by live entertainment (this year we have booked a female artiste!), with optional audience participation and the famous Culpeper RAFFLE.





It does require a tremendous effort from a lot of people…the more the better. First, we need 180 scones. Then we need help on the day from 9.30 am to wash strawberries, whip cream, collect and set up tables and chairs; from 2.30pm to serve tea, scones and the like, from 5pm to clear up. There’s also the eagerly awaited raffle to organise: can you donate any prizes, ask any local shopkeepers for donations, or sell tickets on the day? 





If you can help with any of this, even for just an hour, please tell Kate/Gareth or sign up in the Tea Hut. Providing the rain keeps off it’s a fun day and we usually over-cater with the helpers in mind!





Tickets available for the over-65’s from Kate/Gareth- first come, first served. 








Culpeper kids………….


Deborah is tearing herself away from other commitments to run 3 Summer Arts sessions for children aged 5-12 on Thursday 4th, 11th and 18th of July 10-12pm. Children under 8 to be accompanied by an adult. 





The Annual Kids Summer Party for member’s children’s is being organised by Georgia on Sunday 28th August 





Keep an eye on the notice boards for details of events for children.





Look out for Painted Ladies recently released at Culpeper by children from the Beckett House Montessori School. For others interested in ‘growing’ butterflies and other bug related activities and learning visit www.insectlore.com








CULPEPER on line at www.culpeper.org.uk








